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circumstances of those princes, and which those
so sent best knew whether the oracle gave such
answers or no, the latter being not always ne-
cessary.

This working by miracle seldom or never failed ;
it confounded the understandings of men; and
when any of their southsayers had once obtained an
esteem by such a performance, he never wanted
anything more to continue his character, and to
gain him admittance into the favour and court of
the greatest princes. Hence Joseph's telling Pha-
raoh's chief butler and chief baker their dreams,
and those dreams exactly coming to pass, opened
the doors of the prison for him ; as his adding to
it that of telling the interpretation of Pharaoh's
dream advanced him to the second chariot, and to
the crying Abrek before him, that is, Bow the knee.

It is the opinion of some, learned in the wisdom
of the Egyptians, that Joseph continued the art of
southsaying (for in that the wisdom of the Egyptians
chiefly consisted) for a great while after; and I
acknowledge myself to be of that opinion, whether I
am learned in the wisdom of the Egyptians or no,
and that he had never been continued in such a
high post so long, if he had not.

For this reason those words he used afterwards
to his brethren. Wot you not that such a man as I
can divine f are a kind of admiration; that is to
say, Are you so ignorant in the customs of this
country, as not to know that a man in my post must
be able certainly to divine ? Gen. xliv. 15.

And indeed, without putting any strained or con-
strained meaning upon the sacred text, I cannot
doubt but that the people of Egypt took Joseph to
be what they called the prince of the magicians of
the East; that is to say, one of the chief of them,
and extraordinarily qualified by the gods for the
understanding deep mysteries, for diving into hard